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Hello everyone. September has come so quickly. It was August of 2022 that I arrived in California and the time seems to 
have flown by. In the United States, there are beautiful sunsets and many colors in the sky. Autumn is Ohigan season. 
Ohigan means “the other side of this island”. The opposite word of Higan is “Shigan”, meaning this island. Shigan is the 
world in which we currently live.  
 
Nowadays, because of the advancements in science, everyone knows what a sunset is. However, people who lived a long 
time ago, didn't know why the sun shone so beautifully. Therefore, when they saw the sun setting in the west, they may 
have visualized the Pure Land. Even with the advancements of science, we still have the same life problems and 
worries/heart aches, as those who lived years ago.  The human mind has not changed. That is why we need the light of 
Amida Buddha. Shinran Shonin mentioned the light of Amida Buddha in the Shoshinge sutra. 
 

[Original] 普放無量無辺光 / fu ho mu ryo mu hen ko 無碍無対光炎王 / mu ge mu tai ko en no  清浄歓喜智慧光 / 

sho jo kan gi chi e ko  不断難思無称光 / fu dan nan ji mu sho ko  超日月光照塵刹 / cho nichi gak-ko sho jin setsu  一

切群生蒙光照 / is-sai gun jo mu ko sho 

[Translation] Everywhere the Buddha casts light immeasurable, boundless, 
Unhindered, unequaled light-lord of all brilliance, 

Pure light, joyful light, the light of wisdom, 
Light constant, inconceivable, light beyond speaking, 

Light surpassing sun and moon is sent forth, illumining countless worlds; 
The multitude of beings all receive this radiance.  

 
Shinran-Shonin identified 12 kinds of light. I feel he taught us that “Amida is a Buddha of light”. The warm light still arrives 
today from the far west. I guess it is the same warmth that Shinran-Shonin saw. 
Gassho 
Namo Amida Butsu 
Rev. Noritaka Imada                                               
 
If you need to contact Rev. Imada, you can email him at: imadabca@gmail.com 
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Please join us on Sunday, September 24, 2023 



 

 
Fall Ohigan/September Shotsuki Hoyo and Family Service 

Installation of Officers 

Welcoming New BCF Members  

Registration for Dharma School and JYBA 

 

Sunday, September 24, 2023 at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Officiant: Rev. Noritaka Imada 

 

 
There will be a luncheon following the church service and so in order to prepare 

enough for everyone, we ask that you please rsvp to florinbuddhist@gmail.com 

by September 17, 2023.  Thank you!! 

 

Please note there will not be a service on Sunday, September 10, 2023, due to the 

BCF Food Fundraiser. 
 

**The front gates may be locked 15 minutes after the start of scheduled services and/or activities.  Thank you.  

 
In the event of a change, we will post the updates on our website, Facebook page and send out a message to our email list.    
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Buddhist Church of 

Florin 



 
Governing Board Meeting Highlights 

August 10, 2023 

1. Obon Odori was a success!  A big thank you to the many volunteers who worked on planning, food 

preparation, setup, event day activities (raffles, shaved ice, snack bar, demonstrations to name of few) and 

cleanup. A special thank you to Walt Menda for chairing the event! 

2. BWA:  110 packages of inari sushi were made by BWA members for Obon. All the proceeds were donated 

to the temple. The Obon Boutique was well received. A Shibori Tie-Dye workshop will be held in late 

September. 

3. Kyudo Kai Florin had a special visit by Sensei Ai Oyama who travelled from the Hawaii Kyudo Kai to 

participate in the KKF demonstration during Obon. 

4. Dharma School is looking for assistants and teachers for the upcoming term. All assistance is appreciated. 

Contact Lois Kashiwase (loiskash2@comcast.net) or Jennifer Kubo (kubojm86@gmail.com).  

5. Thank you to Dharma School for generously providing funds for the purchase of new blinds for the 

parsonage that will be installed the week of August 15. 

6. The Joint Celebration service to commemorate the founding of Jodo Shinshu and the birthday of Shiran 

Shonin will be held at Sacramento Betsuin on October 8th. The service will be both in person and online. 

Look out for the flyer for signups.  It’s important that you RSVP, especially if you plan to attend the in-

person service so organizers can properly plan. RSVP to florinbuddhist@gmail.com 

7. A New Member event will be held on September 24 to welcome the members who joined during the past 

three years since BCF has not been able to have a proper welcome event due to Covid. A social will follow 

the service.  

8. BCF will host a Chicken Throw Down contest. This is a district-wide event and the NCDC will be working 

out details with BCF.  If you wish to volunteer to help organize this fun, social event, please contact Eric 

Fujii (efujii52@gmail.com).  

9.  BCF is purchasing additional security cameras to provide better coverage of the parsonage. 

10. The Board voted to move forward with setting up a cashless payment method for events. Details are being 

worked out. 

11. The Board is looking into the purchase of AEDs (automatic electronic defibrillators) for the gym and temple 

with the assistance of Kendo. Since CPR goes along with the use of the AED, the Board is also researching 

opportunities for CPR training for our Sangha. 

  



 

Formal Apology from the Attorney General’s Office 

 

The California Attorney General’s Office issued a formal apology in the 

incarceration and dispossession of Japanese Americans during and after 

World War II. The apology was issued in observance of the 35th 

anniversary of the Civil Liberties Act of 1988, which granted reparations 

to Japanese Americans who had been wrongly incarcerated by the 

United States Government during World War II and to "discourage the 

occurrence of similar injustices and violations of civil liberties in the 

future".  The apology acknowledges the Attorney General Office’s past 

complicity in the unjust deprivation of Japanese Americans’ civil rights 

and civil liberties during and after World War II.  

The Attorney General Office’s apology as well as its commitment to 

defend the civil rights and liberties of all citizens and residents of 

California is even more relevant today as xenophobia, hate and 

intolerance is leading to a revival of the Alien Land Law in several states. 

The Florin JACL was the lead organization in obtaining this apology.  

Please see the following Apology letter by California Attorney General 

Rob Bonta.   



 
 



 
  



 

 

 



 

Thank you for your consideration.  

 

 
 

 

Buddhist Church of Florin 

Kikuyo and Kinjiro Nakatani Public School Teacher Grant 



 
$2,000 

 

Public school education is the foundation for a harmonious and prosperous society.  Unfortunately, public 

school teachers pay for classroom supplies and educational material with their own money because of school 

budget cuts.  The Buddhist Church of Florin supports public school teachers by offering a $2,000 grant for 

classroom supplies, education materials and educational field trips. 

 

To be eligible for the Kikuyo and Kinjiro Nakatani Public School Teacher Grant, you must be a full-time public 

school teacher in Kindergarten through 12th grade; and a member of the Buddhist Church of Florin (church 

membership dues are paid and current). 

 

How to become a member of the Buddhist Church of Florin?  If you are married, please join under the 

couple/family category or if single, the adult single category.  Contact Walter Menda for a 2023 Church 

Membership Form at (916) 392-1896 or wmenda@pacbell.net. 

 

Please complete the Kikuyo and Kinjiro Nakatani Public School Teacher Grant Application and email to Walter 

Menda.  Applications are being accepted on an ongoing basis. 

 

              

 

Kikuyo and Kinjiro Nakatani Public School Teacher Grant Application 

 

Name: 

 

Address: 

 

Telephone Number and E-mail Address: 

 

Member of Buddhist Church of Florin (Yes/No): 

 

Name of School:      School District: 

 

Grade: 

 

Teaching Credential (Yes/No): 

 

School Term (i.e., September 2023 to June 2024): 

 

How I plan to spend the $2,000 grant: 

 

 

I certify that I have provided complete and accurate information to the items on this application.  I fully 

understand that any misrepresentation of information may revoke any right to a grant. 

 

           

Signature of Applicant    Date 



 

  



 
  



 
Sacramento Kendo Club 

• On June 29 to July 2, 2023, the Sacramento Kendo Club had 3 members compete in the United States 
National Kendo Tournament held in Detroit, Michigan.   The tournament was held at Oakland 
University outside of Detroit in an NCAA facility.   

• Participating Sacramento Kendo Club members: 
o Aileen Niizawa Sensei-Women’s Division  
o Rei Otose-Women’s Division  
o William Lee-Mudansha Division (Non-Degree) 

• The 3-day tournament comprised of the very best in the United 
States.   

• William Lee received a Top 8 finish in his division.  

• Head Coach for Northern California Kendo Federation- Glenn 
Harada 
The Federation results-  

• Best 8: 
o Jr Youth Individuals: Yuta Onitsuka, Issey Lancelot  
o Sr Youth Girl: Yuka Onitsuka 
o Men’s: Manabu Uto 
o Women’s: Emi Ichimura 
o Mudansha: Will Lee, Justin Nam 

• 3rd place: 
o Mudansha: Cameron Perry  

• Senior Women’s: Miyung Kang  

• 2nd place: 
o Seniors Team (Eitoku, Park san, Ichimura, Tokunaga) 

• 1st place  
o Senior Women’s: Akiyo Kawamura  
o Jr Youth Boys Team (Issey, Victor, Lucas, Aaron, Yuta) 

 

 

  



 

 


